Under-17 Girls Championship
Eclipse: 4 - Ela Elite: 3

Eclipse tops Ela in battle of
top MRL teams
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U17 Girls Champions: Eclipse Select

(Names listed alphabetically) Nicole Aiello, Erin Dees,

Lynn Froetscher, Chelsea Grant, Kelsie Harris,

Alexandra Heller, Kelsey Hough, Natalia Jovanovic,

Ariana Kulinczenko, Vanessa Laxgang, Kecia Morway,

Maggie Murnane, Alex Neal, Kayla Paoulos, Christy Patterson,

Erin Pekovtich, Samantha Scofield, Lindsey Thut,

Katie Uyenishi, Jaclyn Wynn;

Coaches: Rory Dames & Marcus Laxgang

U17 Girls Finalists: Ela Elite

(Names listed alphabetically) Sarah Bartlett, Amanda Brait,
Kelly Brait, Kassidy Brown, Haily Chmela, Maggie Eisenhuth,
Jannelle Flaws, Rycke Guiney, Taylor Heatherly, Amy Johnson,
Nicole LaPetina, Deanna Libricz, Danielle Romano,

Alexa Rowe, Stacey Sanders, Srah Stauner;

Coaches: Tom Chmela & Rick Guiney

High atop the MRL standings, Eclipse Select and Ela Elite met in the final match
on Sunday in Rockford to decide the U17 State Cup champion and prepare for
the upcoming regional tournament in Sioux Falls.

With plenty of attacking firepower on both sides, it was no surprise to anyone that
the outcome of this match would need more than just 90 minutes to crown a
champion.

Samantha Scofield would spoil the hopes of Ela when she thumped home the
game-winner at 110 minutes and help send the Eclipse through with a 4-3 victory.

"It was scary at times at how this match was so similar to our (15's) match with
NSA earlier in the day and the way the scoring went back and forth, especially in
overtime when the defense was almost invisible at times," began Eclipse head
coach Rory Dames. "Thankfully we had a better result and finish in this one, and
now we move on."

With the gifted duo of Jannelle Flaws and Kassidy Brown on the front-line for Ela,
it was clear their teammates would target both on a regular basis, and it was just
14 minutes into the match that Flaws would strike.

On the tail-end of a wonderful inside-out run, Flaws would finish a Nicole
LaPetina helper into the far inside netting.

The Eclipse would answer with the equalizer just 5 minutes later when the third of
three well served balls from Lynn Froetscher would help initiate a Vanessa Lax-
gang header after Katie Uyenishi provided the assist.

Deanna Libricz would stay on a Uyenishi ball sent with pace to the spot to turn
away a potentially dangerous situation at the half hour mark to keep things even,

and later, for the second time in the half, a Flaws goal was pulled back by an off-
sides flag.

A well-draw build-up led to another Laxgang strike when Kacia Morway dummied
a low drive from Kayla Paoulos to allow Laxgang to smash her shot at the back
post in the 55th minute.

However, a highlight film strike from Kassidy Brown brought this match even and
fans from both sides off their seats when the Carmel High School star unloaded a
low-flying guided missile off the far post and into the back of the net from 35
yards. Brown would leave the match for good shortly into the first 15-minute extra
period, but her absence was lessoned, albeit for just a brief minute or two when
Flaws gave Ela a 3-2 lead at 103 minutes when she finished a long ball sent over
the top from keeper Libricz.

The Eclipse responded quickly and were back on even terms when Maggie Mur-
nane freed herself in a crowd to head a Scofield serve to the back post at 104
minutes. Scofield was in her glory midway through the second overtime when she
headed at close range at superb helper from Morway.

"We're big rivals, so | am not too surprised at how this match went and how it
ended," said Laxgang. "We gave up some soft goals today, but the big thing (for)
us was we didn't panic and got ourselves back into the match pretty quickly."

"Last year we pushed hard to win here (State Cup) and and later at the regional
tournament, but had little left for our national championship run. This year we
won't be making that mistake," offered Dames.






